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RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 33-53, drawn to a fuse cord comprising an RDC cord hermetically 
encapsulated in a metal tubing , the tubing being crimped at each end 
thereof onto a transfer line so as to hold the RDC cord in place in the 
metal tubing, classified in class 102, subclass 275.1. 

II. Claims 54-65, drawn to a fuse cord comprising an RDC cord filling an 
aluminum tube, a surrounding stainless steel tube , each end portion of the 
stainless steel tube being crimped onto the aluminum tube so as to hold 
the aluminum tube in place , classified in class 102, subclass 275.1. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions II and I are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the fuse cord of the combination 
(independent claim 54) does not require that the RDC cord be hermetically sealed 
within the aluminum tube nor that the aluminum tube be crimped so as to hold the RDC 
cord in place within the aluminum tube. The subcombination (independent claim 33) has 
separate utility such as in an alternate embodiment of a fuse cord comprising and RDC 
cord hermetically sealed within a metal tube, either without any surrounding outer tube 



Application/Control Number: 10/085,069 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3641 

or with a surrounding rigid outer tube made from a material other than stainless steel, 
such as a ceramic or a heat resistant synthetic material. 

3. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include (i) an election of a species or invention to be examined even though the 
requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims 
encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To 
reserve a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not 
distinctly and specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the 
election shall be treated as an election without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions or species are not 
patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of 
record showing the inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the 
record that this is the case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions 
unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

FURTHER TO PRIOR ELECTION OF SPECIES REQUIREMENT 

5. The reply filed on 2/28/2006 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): the response filed 2/28/2006 fails to 
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provide a proper and correct listing of all claims readable on the elected species . The 
following was previously noted in the office notice mailed 1/31/2006: on page 2 of the 
response filed 7/3/03, the following election was made: "Applicant provisionally elects 
(1) the semi flexible tubing of FIG. 3 having a percussion primer end fitting (FIG. 4) at a 
first end of the semi flexible tubing and a standard HE end fitting (FIG. 20) at a second 
end of the semi flexible end fitting, where the first end of the PP end fitting being absent 
any transfer manifold and the second end with the standard HE end fitting being lodged 
in a three port manifold, where the other two ports have a standard LE end fitting and a 
standard HE end fitting respectively. Applicant is making this election with traverse ". 
In other words, the applicant has elected a species that has a percussion primer end 
fitting (PP) on the first end, a HE end fitting on the second end, the HE end fitting lodged 
in a port of a three port manifold, the other two ports having an LE end fitting and an HE 
end fitting respectively. Therefore the claims that have either a HE, LE or PP end 
fitting on either the first or second end are not directed to the elected species . 
See 37 CFR 1.111. In view of the above, the following recommendations are made: 

a) Claims 50, 51, 60, and 61 have been correctly identified by the applicant as 
not reading on the elected invention (see page 15 of the response filed 2/28/2006). 
However, the applicant has not formally withdrawn claims 50, 51 , 60 and 61 . This 
should now be done and the claims should be labeled as (withdrawn). 

b) Claim 65 depends from claim 60 (non-elected) and as such, claim 65 should 
be withdrawn or have its dependency properly amended. 



Application/Control Number: 10/085,069 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3641 

c) Claims 52 and 53 are not currently drawn to the elected species because the 
elected species requires that the first end fitting be a percussion primer (PP). 
Therefore, claims 52 and 53 should be withdrawn and so labeled. 

d) Claims 57 and the claims dependent directly or indirectly therefrom (claims 58, 
59, claims 60, 61, 65 as previously mentioned, and claims 62, 63) are not currently 
drawn to the elected species because the elected species that requires the first end 
fitting to be percussion primer (PP) fitting rather than a HE fitting or LE fitting. 
Therefore, these claims should be withdrawn and so labeled. 

e) Claim 35 is not currently drawn to the elected embodiment, the elected 
embodiment requiring that the first end of the PP end fitting be absent any transfer 
manifold. Therefore claim 35 should be withdrawn and so labeled. 

f) Claims 44 and 46 are not currently drawn to the elected embodiment, the 
elected embodiment requiring the first end fitting to be a PP end fitting rather than a HE 
or LE end fitting. Therefore, these claims should be withdrawn and so labeled. 

g) Claims 45 and 47-49 are not currently drawn to the elected embodiment, the 
elected embodiment not allowing the second end fitting to be a PP fitting. Therefore, 
these claims should be withdrawn and so labeled. 

h) On the final line of page 21, of the response filed 2/28/2006, reference is made 
to Figs. 1-3, Fig. 4, Fig. 10 and Fig. 20, presumably as the elected species of the 
invention. However it is noted that Fig. 10 has never been included in the figures 
representing the elected species of the invention. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James S. Bergin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6872. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Wednesday and Friday, 
8.30 - 5.30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Carone can be reached on 571-272-6873. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




James S. Bergin 



